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FACTS 
The salt marsh is a nursery and 
habitat for numerous species 
including oysters, fish, crabs, 
shrimp, and birds.  
 
South Carolina has more salt marsh 
than any other Atlantic coastal 
state- 344,500 acres! 
 
Oysters are key to marsh success! 
 

 Oysters feed by filtering 
algae and plankton from the 
water 
 

 They filter 50 gallons of 
water a day 
 

 They filter the water and 
keep it clean 
 

 Oyster reefs protect from 
shoreline erosion 
 

 Oyster reefs are home to 70 
marsh species

STRESS FROM HUMANS 
We are hurting our local Salt Marshes 
and oyster reefs in many ways: 
 

 Water pollution from runoff 
 Wakes from boats knock them from 

their reef 
 New development has increased silt 

that smothers the oysters 
 
 
OYSTER REEF RESTORATION 
Oysters attach to each other when they are 
larvae to create large oyster reefs. Recycled 
oyster shells can be bagged and anchored in 
marshes to attract new living oysters to 
attach and create a new reef. This will 
create new habitat and improve water 
quality in our salt marshes! 
 

 

WHAT YOU CAN DO 

 Reduce your wake while driving 
your boat in marsh areas 

 Don’t dump waste down storm 
drains 

 Recycle oyster shells to be used 
for habitat restoration at local 
recycle centers (see below) 

 If you have 20 bushels or more, 
DNR will come and pick them up 
(see contact information) 

 Volunteer with DNR to bag shells  

 Donate bags to oyster recycling 
centers 

Contact Information: 
 
To volunteer: http://score.dnr.sc.gov  
To recycle shells: 
http://saltwaterfishing.sc.gov/oyster.html 
Recycle Centers nearby: 
West Ashley -  
Leaving Charleston, take Highway 61( St. 
Andrews Blvd.)  Approximately 1.8 miles 
from the Ashley River Bridges, a Recycling 
Drop Off trailer is located approximately 
0.2 on the right hand side of the road-
before the fork of 171 and 61. 1000 St. 
Andrews Blvd.  (Charleston Outdoor 
Catering-Jamie Westerndorf) 769-6889 
Fort Johnson -  
From Charleston take US 17 (Savannah 
Hwy) South. Turn left of 171 (Folly Rd.) for 
4.5 miles. Turn left onto Fort Johnson Rd 
for 4.8 miles. Enter the South Carolina 
Department of Natural Resources gate and 
continue on main road and follow the 
oyster drop-off sign. The drop-off site is in 
the back of the grass field with a trailer. 
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